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Comin’ Down the Road
Important dates for MABA members

August 5th, 2006

Claire Lynch

Lucy Opry at BPACC

August 19, 2006, Noon-7 pm

Mother’s Best Music Fest

Cherry Street Pavilion, Helena, AK

August 24-26, 2006

7th Bluegrass in the Smokies

Riverside RV Park, Sevierville, TN

September 16, 2006

MABA Fall Picnic

Baptist Conference Center

on Rocky Point

September 23rd, 2006

Blue Highway

Lucy Opry at BPACC

October 14, 2006

Riverfest

Mud Island – Memphis, TN

November 9-11, 2006

Fall Bluegrass Festival

Ozark Folk Center Auditorium

Mountain View, AK

November 17th, 2006

Kenny and Amanda Smith

Lucy Opry at BPACC

January 20-21, 2007

5th Annual Family Entertainment

Bluegrass Jamboree

Desoto County Civic Center

I was bumbling around mesmerized in that
humble state one can only achieve as a bluegrass
addict exposed to the Mountain View Court
Square for the first time, when I stumbled on the
Hard2Git Bluegrass Band. It was Fourth of July
2005 and I think I may have been drooling. I recall
carrying my guitar, but I had no intention of 
playing with the likes of such talent, when Sam
Bolton asked me if, by chance, I would sit in for
them as one of their guitarists/singers had stayed
behind in Paris, TX. I was confused because
they’d clearly mistaken me for someone who
knew what to do with the instrument I was carrying,
when his wife Reva asked me if, by any chance, I

knew Steel Rails. Little did they know that it was
one of only two songs I did know at the time, but
I sang it and then proceeded to teach it to them all
the while wondering what in the world I would do
if they asked me to do anything else. 

Somehow, I survived that night. Living proof that
nerves won’t kill you! The short end of the story is
that this little group of powerful musicians, a band
that far outshines even their Texas fame, has 
graciously taken me in as one of their own and
included me in their Mountain View performances,
home-made breakfasts and embellished tales of
the road. See Adoption, page 4

Two MABA Members
adopted by 
Hard2Git Bluegrass Band 
of Paris, TX 

By Jennifer Eggers

Two MABA Members
adopted by 
Hard2Git Bluegrass Band 
of Paris, TX 

Jennifer Eggers and David Staples 
relaxing with James and Anna Martin and Reva and Sam Bolton

of the Hard2Git Bluegrass Band between sets.
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By Betty Westmoreland

The concert on July 8, 2006, at the Lucy
Opry in the Bartlett Performing Arts &
Conference Center (BPACC) by Chris
Stuart and Backcountry was wonderful, to
put it mildly. Despite the low turnout, the
band delivered as real professionals do. They
played for us as though the house was
packed, which it should have been. It is just
such a thrill to see and hear bands from other
parts of the country, and to experience their
interpretations of bluegrass music.

Guitarist Chris Stuart has been praised and
awarded by the industry for his songwriting
skills, and the reasons are obvious. The man can
tell a story! And put it to music! Chris Stuart’s
vocals are clear and strong, and his guitar work
only serves to enhance his writing and singing.
He is from San Diego, CA, so there is a strong
West-Coast feel to his style. He is in complete
command of himself on the stage.

Janet Beazley is about as solid a banjo player
as there is in bluegrass music these days.
Nothing flashy or dazzling—just solid banjo!
This much sought-after artist is from San Juan
Capistrano, CA, and she holds a doctorate in
early music. She is accomplished on just about
every stringed instrument there is, and her
singing is strong and sure. Like Chris Stuart
and the other musicians in the group, Janet
Beazley teaches at workshops and festivals
throughout the USA and Canada. Her relaxed
style is a joy to hear, and her current solo
album, “5 South,” (Backcountry 840) is on the
charts in Bluegrass Unlimited at #15 in the
country. Her music, in fact, her very presence,
is just delightful.

Fiddle player Megan Lynch is another
award-winning artist in Backcountry. She is
the six-time national fiddle champion, and
Megan also performs with Nashville’s own
talented group, 3 Fox Drive. Megan Lynch’s
finely tuned fiddle style brought out several
aspiring locals to watch and listen for tips to
improve their own techniques. Megan teaches
at fiddle camps around the country and is 
in the online instruction program at
www.bluegrasscollege.org.

Despite his appearance as being very young,
handsome Montana native, Mason Tuttle,
plays the upright bass to perfection. As the
apparently rather shy one in the band, Mason
keeps a steady beat and sings his fine harmony
vocals to add richness to the vocal qualities of
the band.

Chris Stuart and Backcountry will be adding
band members and shuffling things around
just about the time that this review goes to
press. If you weren’t able to attend the concert
in July, be sure to catch them soon with their
new look. Fiddle player Christian Ward and
lead guitarist-mandolin player Austin Ward
will join Chris Stuart and Backcountry. Their
credentials are already solid, as they have 
performed at a recent CMT Fan Fest with
Earl Scruggs and Ricky Skaggs.

The opening set of the performance at the
Lucy Opry was begun with “Road Into
Town,” followed by a song familiar to Claire
Lynch fans, “Paul and Peter Walked.” “The
Spring Hill Mine” is a serious work, recalling
just how threatening it is to work in the
mines. “The Last Yellow Rose” is a song
about Chris Stuart’s mother, who is from
East Texas Hill Country around
Nacogdoches. Megan Lynch took the lead on
“Forked Deer,” and as the band was to learn
during intermission, the song has special
meaning to West Tennesseans, many of who
know the Forked Deer River.

“Rider on this Train” (“Mojave River”) is
another of Chris Stuart’s creations, which deals
with the things one may encounter throughout
life. Chris wrote “Julia Belle,” (“5 South”)
which Janet Beazley took to #15 on the charts.
It tells of the life of the Julia Belle Swain, a
riverboat about which John Hartford also sang.
Eric Uglum, of the band Lost Highway, 
contributed the beautiful “Shenandoah Wind.” 

Chris Stuart walked right into it when he
asked if anybody there was from Seymour,
IN, or knew anyone from the town. This
writer spoke up and said that she has a cousin,
named Bill Bailey (audience laughter), who
was Mayor of Seymour and is now President
of the Chamber of Commerce there. Chris’
song, “The First Train Robbery,” is about the
town of Seymour and its distinction as the
place where the Reno Brothers gang chose to
rob the first train that was ever held up. Chris
Stuart and Bill Bailey have since e-mailed
about the town and the big event.

Janet Beazley brought out her low D penny
whistle and charmed us with one of Chris’
tunes, “The Old Road to Jerusalem.” In a
moment of confession, Chris Stuart let it be
known that almost anything can stir thoughts
of a song. The band’s next number got its title
from a rather powerful statement that is on
Carter Stanley’s tombstone, “Farewell for a
Little While.”

The band led off the second set with a song
in which the mere title brought tears: “Don’t’
Throw Mama’s Flowers Away” (Mojave
River). American songwriter Stephen Foster
wrote “Dear Friends and Gentle Hearts,”
(“Mojave River”) which was recognizable as
one of Foster’s many period pieces. Norman
Wright, formerly of the Bluegrass Cardinals,
contributed “Is Your Heart Right with God,”
and the Lucy’s own Gary Johnson thrilled us
all with “My Walkin’ Shoes Don’t Fit Me
Anymore.”

The band continued the set with “Jimmy
Brown Revisited,” (“Saints and Strangers”)
which recalls Jimmy Brown, the newsboy,
“Sin Stealer” (“Mojave River”) and
“Sojourner,” which is a tribute to bluegrass
musicians who have passed away but yet
paved the way for other performers.

Chris Stuart and Backcountry performed
several selections from their “Saints and
Strangers” album, but the one that broke up
the entire audience was “Twenty Naked
Pentecostals in a Pontiac.” It seems that
members of a church group were traveling in
a Grand Am, and the minister decided that
the devil was in their clothes, so they
stripped! What a song!

“Mojave River” is from the album by the
same name. The song tells the story of
California’s high desert river. While it almost
never rains in those parts, when it does, the
river overflows and there is massive flooding.

“Silver Quarter” (“Saints and Strangers”) is
Chris Stuart’s song that recalls that Bill
Monroe once handed out silver quarters to
children he met along the way. At his funeral,
kids now grown returned the quarters, placing
them in Monroe’s upturned hat until the hat
literally overflowed with silver quarters. What
a mental picture that is!

The encore song, “This Body is a Honky
Tonk,” makes some comparisons to the ways
in which the singer has become like a honky
tonk, perhaps witnessing too many things
along the way – things which he wishes he
had not seen and which have taken their toll
on him. Life on the road is not easy, as any
performer can tell you.

For additional information about Chris Stuart
and Backcountry or to see their schedule,
check their website at: www.chrisstuart.com
or at www.backcountryrecords.com.

Review of Concert by Chris Stuart and Backcountry
at the Lucy Opry on July 8, 2006
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This Fourth of July, David Staples and I drove up to Mountain
View to spend the weekend with Hard2Git. Stuart Anderson, their
banjo wizard, couldn’t make the trip and David was honored to sit
in with a group with such a dynamic and talented musical style.
Sam Bolton described it as a weekend of ‘life-moments’ and it
truly was. 

Were particularly impressed with
bass player extraordinaire, Anna
Martin. First impressions leave
one thinking Anna is sweet and
quiet, but turn that girl loose on a
bass and look out! When David
finally convinced Anna to show
him some of her trademark runs,
it was clear this wasn’t to be 
conquered in an afternoon. 

On Saturday, David included his
long-time friend and local
favorite, Moon Mullins in our
jam session. His thumb picking
and vocals on the old standard
tunes was a treat for all of us.
Blending in were James’ mandolin
breaks, Anna’s rhythmic bass, and
Sam on guitar. It was a pure rush
to be a part of it and I was thrilled
just to keep up playing rhythm.

Perhaps the best part of the 
weekend, aside from the 
performances and incredible
jams, was the replays of Sam
Bolton and James Martin’s (killer
mandolin player and Anna’s 
husband) radio shows. Before the
Hard2Git Bluegrass Band actually
became hard to get, they had quite
a bluegrass comedy show on
Paris, TX radio. The stories of
the traffic helicopter ‘crashing’ on
the air and James’ boat and trailer
going down the road without the
car kept us in stitches. 

If you get a chance, head to
Mountain View for Labor Day to
see the Hard2Git Bluegrass
Band. They’re easy to spot, they
are the ones with the crowd of
bluegrass fans milling around
like moths to a flame. If you’re
lucky, Jonathan Perry (dobro/vocals), Stuart Anderson (banjo),
and Harold, Sam’s coon-hunting Chihuahua, will be there. Be
sure to ask James to tell his duck joke – then listen for Sam’s
laugh (it’s funnier than the joke). For a sneak preview, you can

hear it on their latest CD, Look Yonder Comin’, a classic blend 
of hard driving bluegrass and fiercely beautiful gospel sound 
in four part harmony. Check it out on their web site at
www.hard2git.com. 

In the meantime, I’m pulling to get them to the Lucy Opry, but
they’re really Hard2Git! 

Adoption, continued from page 1

David Staples getting some Bass
instruction from Anna Martin 
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MABA Players,

This article was written for last month’s
Newsgrass, but we have been getting so
much stuff to print it got bumped. Not this
time, this is too good a bit of news! So,
barring interruptions, I just have to spill
my heart over the Collierville Town
Square Friday Night jams. If there are any
of you who are missing this event, and are
doing nothing else on a Friday evening,
there is nobody to blame but yourself. I
cannot imagine a better venue for the
association to attend on a regular basis.
This is to take nothing away from other
jams going on in the area, but the Town
Square is almost surreal in its overall
effect. This is my first year attending, as I
was too far west in the city to want to
make the drive. Fighting that traffic on a
Friday evening, whew. I know it.
However, the pot of gold is compelling

still. An evening full of music, in a park,
with appreciative spectators and large
crowds of pickers, I just have to do it
nowadays. It calls like the sea to a sailor. I
get there at like 6PM and stay until 11PM,
and there are still people playing.

So by all means, go to the jams you
always go to, but man alive, turn off the
TV and get to the Collierville Town
Square on Friday evenings. People will
get kicked off of the island in wintertime,
and you can watch then if you have to. I can
guarantee you will not be disappointed. As
for me, I will be playing on a borrowed
bass from my good friend Matthew while
I lay up a new laminated neck for my old
darlin’ Volusia. Come to think of  it, with
the old headstock being gone, I may have
to rename her…. Something else to do… 

– daw

The Memphis Dulcimer Gathering is a small
but active group of dulcimer enthusiasts. They
teach others and also enjoy an occasional jam
in their off-season, when planned instruction
is on hiatus. Jams have been held at the
Singleton Community Center in Bartlett, TN,
throughout the late spring and summer. This
writer attended the most recent jam on July 12,
2006. What a delightful experience.

Organizer Lee Cagle was in charge of the
jam. Lee’s son, Nat J, was there to assist her.
Eleven other players sat in a large circle in
one of the center’s meeting rooms. Visitors
sat at the outside of the circle. In the style of
the true jam, Lee selected a number and all
participated in the song. She then passed the
song choice to the player to her right, and on
it went around the circle. It started through
again, with each player either selecting a
song or electing to pass to the next person.
There were nine players with mountain 
dulcimers, one player with the hammered
dulcimer, one player with an acoustic 
guitar, and one with the bodhran
(www.bodhran.com) and the bones!
Wonderful, delightful sounds which took
this writer back to what must have been the

simpler times of her Scots-Irish ancestors.

Arriving late, this writer heard Russell Johnson
introduce “Merrily Kiss the Quaker (or
Quaker’s Wife)” (www.thesession.org/tunes).
Following that song, we heard Nat J’s favorite,
“Rocky Top,” and what jam would be complete
without that one—be it bluegrass or old-time?

The two-hour jam session was broken up
by a short break; however, most players
tended to work on this or that song from
their collection.

The mountain dulcimer players in attendance
were as follows: Gary Swinger, Marie Kirby,
Anthony Marschiano, Ken Marschiano,
Glenda and Melvin Montgomery, Lee Cagle,
Nat J, and Russell Johnson. Betty Dawson
played the hammered dulcimer, and Johnny
Bickerstaff played acoustic guitar. Harry
Johnson played the bodhran and the bones,
the latter of which, as Harry explained, he
made of elk.

Other songs which we heard were:
“Wildwood Flower,” “Tennessee Waltz,”
“Fiddlin’ Bagpipe,” “She’ll Be Comin’

‘Round the Mountain,” “Black Mountain
Rag,” “Fly Around My Pretty Little Miss,”
“Boatman,” “Golden Slippers,” “June
Apple,” “Amazing Grace,” “Whiskey Before
Breakfast,” “Gray Cat on a Tennessee Farm,”
and “Britches Full of Stitches”.

There is one more jam left to go in the 
summer: August 2, 2006, from 6:30pm to
8:30pm. Visitors and visiting acoustic instru-
ment players are welcome to the casual 
setting. Singleton Community Center is at
7266 Third Road, Bartlett, TN 38135.
Contact Lee Cagle at 901.372.0510. Further
information is provided below.

Would you like to learn more about 
dulcimers and acoustic string band music?
Be sure to attend the Memphis Dulcimer
Gathering & Folk Festival on September
29-30, 2006, at Calvary Episcopal Church,
102 North Second Street, Memphis, TN
38103.

Pick away!
Betty Westmoreland

www.leecagledulcimers.com
www.memphis-dulcimers.com

In the Good Ol’ Summertime String Band Sessions

EDITORIALBRENDA’S COLD TEA PUNCH
(“Home Cooked Meals from the Kitchen
of Brenda Callis”) 

Mix all together. Chill! Serve over ice! 

To Make One Pitcher:
6 c. water
6 tsp. instant plain tea 

(no sweetener or lemon in it)
1 c. sugar
_ c. orange juice (canned)
1 _ c. pineapple juice (canned)
_ c. lemon juice

To Make Tea Punch for 50:
30 c. water
_ c. + 2 Tblsp. instant plain tea 

(no sweetener or lemon in it)
6 c. sugar
5 c. orange juice (canned)
7 _ c. pineapple juice (canned)
2 _ c. lemon juice

Submitted with author’s permission 
by Betty Westmoreland
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RANDOM NOTES

By Jim Milford

My mother spent the last eight years of her life in a nursing
home; blind, deaf, and with diabetes.  After about the first
four years, the dreaded Alzheimer’s disease set in and 
ultimately claimed the happy life that she loved and enjoyed
so much.  My sister went to provide care on four days of
each week and I covered the other three days during those
eight years.

When my bluegrass gospel group receives a request to 
perform at a nursing home, it always has a humbling affect on
me.  If possible, I make it a point to interact with each 
resident in the room. Some are simply not aware of our 
presence or even where they are. Others offer faint smiles
when spoken to.  Many communicate and lean forward for the
handshake that is offered. 

We always reach way back for songs of the faith from years
past for numbers which they “have cut their teeth on”. Again,
during our performances some don’t respond at all, and a few
simply keep time with the music with a soft tap of a finger on
the arm of their wheel chairs.  But several sing along and even
smile and applaud. 

An event happened at one residence that made an indelible

imprint on my memory.  We were over half way through our
program when a middle aged lady pushed her elderly mother
into the room in a wheel chair from the Alzheimer’s ward.
She pushed her mom near the front of the room but facing
side ways from us instead of toward us.  Her mother had a
stiff, blank, cold stare on her face.  She was absolutely
motionless.  As we would sing one of those old songs from
many years past, the daughter would lean over and whisper
something in her mother’s ear.  The stare did not change.

When the program ended, the daughter began crying.  I put
my banjo down, went over to them, put my hand on the
daughter’s shoulder and asked, “Are you O.K.?”.  She replied,
“Yes, I’m O.K. but I want you to know this is the first time in
weeks that Mother has shown any signs of being aware of her
surroundings”.  I kneeled down on one knee facing the 
mother and took her by the hand.  Then I asked, “Did you like
those songs?” She stared straight ahead. After a long 
hesitation, ever so softly she said “A lot”. Needless to say, the
daughter “lost.it”. What I would have given in those last few
days to have witnessed the same thing from my mother!

If ever asked to perform at a nursing home or Assisted Living
residence, do it if you can.  You may lift someone’s lonely
spirit, change a dull, monotonous day into a bright one or, if
you are as lucky as I was, you may touch someone “a lot”. 

HELENA, ARKANSAS: THE FIRST
“MOTHER’S BEST MUSIC FEST”
August 19, 2006 from noon to 7:00 pm..
The free festival featuring live music from
recognized one man bands and artists who
perform on instruments of their own cre-
ation will be held at the Cherry Street
Pavilion in downtown Helena For more
information contact:

Terry Buckalew, Delta Cultural Center  
Phone: 870-338-4350

Wayne Andrews, Sonny Boy Society
Phone:870-338-8798 

Cellphone:901-237-9091

THE 7TH ANNUAL BLUEGRASS 
IN THE SMOKIES BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL will take place August 24th,
25th, and  26th, 2006 at the Riverside RV
Park and Resort, 4280 Boyd's Creek
Highway,  Sevierville, TN 37876.
Additional information can be found by
calling (423) 345-3510 (Jeremy or Sarah
Fritts are the contacts).

UPCOMING MABA EVENTS:
The 2006 MABA FALL PICNIC is set
for SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16.
We're moving a little further east to the
Mid-South Baptist Conference Center on

Rocky Point. Its about 10 minutes east of
the Shelby Farms site. Here's a link to their
site:  http://www.msbacc.org/.  The Baptist
Conference center site will give us access
to a large air conditioned building with a
built-in stage, a lake with lots of shade trees
for outdoor jamming, restrooms with 
running water, etc...  We should be able to
have a really nice event at this site.

RIVERFEST OCTOBER 14, 2006
As in the prior two festivals, we'll need our
members to step forward with bands, sound
equipment, people to run the sound, stage
help, etc... 

“A Lot”
of Fulfillment



The Bartlett Performing Arts Center • 3663 Appling Road • (901) 385-6440

Tickets for each performance are available through the Bartlett Performing Arts box office 
beginning 30 days prior to that show’s date.

For more information, log on to www.lucyopry.com

Claire Lynch
Saturday, August 5th

Blue Highway
September 23rd

Going,

Going,
Gone South!

Catch a ride to fine music and fun with

Gone South 
live or on their CD

FIRST STOP
For booking information or for purchase

of the CD described as
“solid, tasteful, good times.”

call Cliff Albright,
(662) 536-4495

The Lucy Opry
– est. 1967 –

The Legacy Lives On
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Visit our website:
www.memphisbluegrass.org

Join our Yahoo Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/maba

5101 Sanderlin, Suite 104-B  Memphis, TN   38117      684-2227   email: Fiddlersgreen@Mac.com
WWW.Fiddlersgreenmusicshop.com

*    Memphis’ Only All-Acoustic Music Shop    *

GUITARS  *  BANJOS  *  MANDOLINS  *  FIDDLESGUITARS  *  BANJOS  *  MANDOLINS  *  FIDDLES

Accessories        Instructional Books / DVDs
Repairs      Private Lessons      Group Classes



MABA
P.O. Box 171152
Memphis, TN 38187-1152
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For all your Bluegrass music needs...
Bob Fisher’s Musictown

4514 Summer Avenue #5, Memphis, TN 38122 
901-682-0645 • 800-577-7536
• Large assortment of Martin, Gibson, Greven, Dobro, Epiphone, Washburn & Goldtone guitars, basses, banjos & mandolins.
• Full line repair facility fixing all types of string instruments, electronics and school band instruments.
• Warranty center for Gibson, Fender, Alvarez, Washburn, Crate, Ampeg and many other products.
• Musictown has been in business for over 30 years and will keep helping Memphis Musicians for another 30.

Fireside Music
3750 Hacks Cross Rd. #106, Memphis, TN 38125
901-507-6535 • 877-204-3008

• Fireside Music is your new source for all the best in musical merchandise.
• We carry many of the finest independent builders like Breedlove, Rowan, Beard, 

Gadow, Gallagher, Deering, Rickenbacker & Guild guitars, basses & banjos.
• Not only do we carry fretted instruments we carry digital pianos, band & orchestral 

instruments, drums and p.a. equipment.
• Fireside music offers a complete assortment of music lessons available with some of the finest 

teachers around including Randall Morton for banjo, Stan Head for percussion, Nigel 
Albertson for guitar, Matthew Karner for bass, Amy Langley for clarinet, Dom Fosco 
for piano & saxophone. Please call for available days and times.


